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Bushfires mobilise wildlife rescue
communities worldwide

Central Western Daily

The recent Australian bushfires have
caused unthinkable suffering for our
wildlife and destruction at a scale not
previously seen.
It’s been estimated that 1 billion native
animals have perished in the bushfires,
including koalas, kangaroos, wallabies,
wombats, echidnas and more.
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Amidst this tragedy it is very
heartening to witness the
emergence of compassion and
generosity for our wildlife at an
unprecendented level.
Rescue groups throughout Australia and
overseas have mobilised and are tirelessly
working together to support those wildlife

groups at the coal face of bushfire
recovery and rescue.
Carers should also take solace that their
earlier efforts at saving wildlife have not
been wasted, and should recommit to the
fight for recovery.
Now is the time to increase our efforts and
work together for the best outcome for
our native wildlife!

Oilspill wildlife rescue courses

Two 3-day courses: 18-20 February and 3-5 March
RSVP 5 February to Jacqui. More details page 11.

Welcome new members!
Road signs creating change
Fauna Rescue Whitsundays has been working
closely with Transport and Main Roads for some
years now and they kindly agreed to erect eight of
our large road signs in the Whitsundays to help
the injured wildlife encountered on our roads.
This has proven to be a success with many members of
the public ringing the hotline after seeing the road side
signs - as well as reminding drivers to be respectful of our
wildlife and to slow down.

We are very grateful to welcome all our new members!
Thank you all for becoming valued FRW volunteers.
Volunteering for our native wildlife can be very rewarding and
interesting. We need more helpers to rescue or transport
animals, answer the hotline, care, construction, do
presentations, sew pouches, help with marketing, grant writing
and run workshops. Support and training is provided, and you
can volunteer for as much or little as you can.
If you’d like to help and would like info on how to get started
(e.g. caring for possums or birds or helping on the hotline),
contact the relevant ‘species liaison officer’ or organiser contacts are listed on page 11.

FRW is a non-profit, voluntary group who care for and rehabilitate sick, injured and orphaned native animals.

Wildlife posters for kids
FRW and Little Gekos have teamed up to create
Whitsundays wildlife educational posters that are
displayed around the childrens’ play yard.
Little Geko’s outdoor environment allows children to
explore native animals and insects. These posters foster
large visuals for the children to explore and link to the
wildlife they observe in our natural environment.

If you are a teacher and would like a printable PDF
to display in your school please contact volunteer
cathi@whistlingmoose.com.au

Raining plovers!

The hotline received a call from a concerned member of the
public that a baby plover had fallen off a roof.
Rescuer Di thought it couldn't be a plover as they nest on the ground!
Sure enough the silly parents had built a nest on the roof and the baby
had hatched and fallen into the drain.
The next morning another call and another baby! Di went and collected
them and thanked the guys at the Whitsunday Hardware who had dried
the baby and kept it warm.
The first two days both babies needed intensive care and hand feeding
but by day three both were happily self feeding under a heat lamp as
you can see from the pictures they are doing very well.

After some TLC, these hapless babies were released in a new safer home!

FRW wins grant to assist
heat stressed flying foxes

CQUniversity Research Project

Flying foxes suffer with heat stress when
temperatures get to over 40C. These adorable
creatures (and essential pollinators) are suffering due
to the changing climate conditions.

2 still in care
14 released

Th

ank you
Jacqui recently submitted a grant
to our
Queensla
application and received funding from our
nd
Go
Queensland Government’s Flying Fox Heat gevnernment for the
erous g
Stress Event Project to fund equipment to
assist fly rant to
in
assist FRW volunteers with a heat stress
foxes! g
event in the Whitsundays.

The reports relating to CQUniversity’s studies on the
koala population of the Clarke-Connors Range in Central
Queensland have now been published online. CLICK HERE
Construction of fauna barrier fencing at key locations along the
Peak Downs Highway has commenced and will be monitored to
determine effectiveness.
Thank you to everyone
who assisted with this
research: CQ University,
FRW and the property
owners who have been
particularly accommodating with the team.

Pictured is Kiri and Alfie, one of
the 400 grey-headed flying
foxes that Kiri and the Fauna
Rescue SA volunteers rescued in
Adelaide Botanical Gardens
during one of the extreme heat
stress events in Adelaide.
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Paddy’s makeover

They were able to contain him in the
chook pen as he had been coming in to
help himself to chook food. He was then

5 died from
injuries / disease

9 euthanized

Jacqui’s sister Sue, aunt Kathryn
and daughter Kiri rescue and
care for grey-headed flying
foxes in Adelaide. Recently she
visited and assisted with care of
these adorable creatures.

Paddy, a red-legged pademelon
recently came into care. New
members, Margi and Chris, observed
him on their property and were
concerned about his well-being due
to a nasty skin condition.

30 koalas
came into care
2018 -2019
reporting
period

taken to the vet for assessment.
Dr Mel suspected a bacterial infection so
Paddy was given antibiotics for a week.
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His skin soon improved
and Jacqui kept him for an
extra two weeks to ensure
the infection didn’t return.
He was released back to his home
at Margi and Chris’ property. At first he
hesitated, not wanting to leave the
security of his cage, but then bounded
off into the bush, glad to be home.
Margi says Paddy is back to his usual habits
– sneaking into the chook cage.

www.frw.org.au

Northerlies summer soltice fundraiser
Fauna Rescue Whitsundays was very
grateful to be invited to attend the
Northerlies summer soltice family night
in December as the ‘event charity’.

In addition to this kind invitation, Northerlies also
donated two incredible prizes for FRW to raffle! The
main prize was two nights accommodation at
Freedom Shores plus dinners and breakfasts for two.
This generous prize was valued at $800.
The opportunity to attend on the night enabled
our FRW volunteers to fundraise by selling these
raffle tickets and by collecting a gold coin entry
donation. It also gave us the opportunity to talk to
the public about how they can help our wildlife.
The two mascots, Possum and Koala, were a huge
hit. Suzette and Zoe were a sensation dancing on
the stage and ‘high-fiving’ the kids!
$1280 was raised on the night. We can’t thank
Brad and Northerlies enough for their support.
They not only invited FRW to attend, supplied the
incredible raffle prizes, but also kept dropping by
the stall and making sure the volunteers had
everything we needed to be comfortable including cool drinks and snacks!
Northerlies – www.northerlies.com.au

Some of our volunteers on the evening, Cathi, Suzette Koala, Barb, Ron and Adrian.

Volunteers kept busy on the night!

Groovey Possum and Koala.

Introducing our next generation of wildlife warriors
• Bonnie told us “Wombat Ouchie” as she applied a bandage to
the Wombats leg.

Teaching compassion for creatures can help kids
develop empathy for all living things, including their
fellow human beings. And encouraging respect for
animal habitats is an important part of teaching kids
about protecting the environment.

• Ernie was very concerned about the cockatoo in the tree and
checked it heart with a stethoscope.
• Eli made sure he gave his platypus some medicine to make
him all better.

With this in mind, Miss Michelle and Miss Bek from Little Gekos
Cannonvale have set up a small animal hospital in the room,
complete with operating table and various native animal
puppets. The children used bandages, doctors equipment and
dress up to check and care for the animals.
• Lily gave her sick wombat big cuddles.

“Fixing ouchie” - Ernie and Bonnie

Pretend play with animals helps children to work out their
place in the world. They can show understanding, empathy
and care for other creatures. They can work through possible
fears and anxiety related to animals. This all helps in
developing emotional maturity.

Nurse Kora
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Nurse Lily - cuddles specialist

Caring in action gives Little Button a chance in life
This is Little Button, an Agile
Wallaby who came in from
Bloomsbury after his Mum was
chased by dogs.
Zoe was a little hesitant about taking
him when Adam brought him to her as
she had never reared a Pinkie before.
He was cold on arrival but Zoe managed
to maintain his body temperature by
giving him warm oil baths.
Looking at this tiniest of babies Zoe
thought he wouldn’t survive the night
but we are so glad she persevered as
look at him now!
Months later and he is a thriving little
trooper! A testament to human kindness.

Thanks to the member of public who
called the Hotline, Adam who rescued
and Zoe and her support crew.
The agile wallaby is found in northern

Little Button soon after rescue

Australia, Papua New Guinea and the
Indonesian province of Papua. It is the
most common wallaby over
much of the north of Australia.

If you’d like to
help other
wallabies like
Button call Kerry
0403 033 314

Myopathy – Your dog can be deadly!
Myopathy in wallabies, pademelons and kangaroos happens when
the animal is under stress, such as being attacked or chased by a dog.
The animal does not have to be injured directly to
develop disintegration of the muscle fibres. From 24
hours up to a few weeks after the incident, she will
show stiffness and hindquarter paralysis, progressing
to complete paralysis.
She will be distressed and anxious and salivate
excessively and likely die 2–14 days after the incident.
We think that if our pet did not actually attack the
wallaby, all is well. Now you know – the wallaby may
have ‘gotten away,’ but it did not necessarily escape
a painful and slow death.
It is avoidable, just by being a responsible dog owner.

Look at him now!

We need
rescue drivers

Do you have a car and are able to
be on the list to help rescue and
deliver injured wildlife?
FRW need volunteer first responders to
render assistance to wildlife.
Rescuers pick up and deliver wildlife to
carers or vets (no long-term caring and
flexible hours)
Many hands make light work. It’s a great
way to help - and you can work whichever
days suit you!

If you can help please call Andrea on
0478 618 859.

Bat mums have toddler crèches just like we do!
We as carers try to simulate the
natural patterns of their mothers.
Flying foxes give birth to live babies
just like humans. They are carried by
their mothers at all times, with baby
attached to a teat in their armpit.
When the baby gets too heavy to carry
long distances, at dusk babies are
dropped off in a “Crèche“ tree, so that
mothers can fly at night to feed – just like
children are dropped at childcare centres
whilst human mothers go to work.

The crèche tree has large amounts of
babies of similar size, anxiously
waiting for Mum to pick them up and
spend the daylight hours with them.
(Sadly, this is how we collect many orphans
– babies have dropped from the tree,
exhausted and hungry waiting for Mum.)
Mothers that don’t come back have either
lost their life during the night or are

purposely scared away by dispersal
measures e.g. smoking or fogging.

Each mother recognises the specific
call of her own baby, sometimes in a
tree of thousands!
There is a handful of adults that stay
behind in that tree overnight, doing their
best to control and protect the vibrant
mob! We call these “crèche mummies or
daddies” (it is particularly interesting to
see a crèche daddy as they are often huge
males – ‘big softies’ that orphans cling to
for comfort!)
This is why with our hand raised orphans
when they are at a size of almost
independence (usually around 220–280g)
we place them together in a crèche cage
- outdoors for the first time so they can
learn socialisation skills with other babies
and are away from their human mothers
in preparation for the release cage.
BY CATE, TOWNSVILLE BAT CARERS
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Townsville Bat Carers
have a facebook page CLICK HERE
and Gofundme page CLICK HERE
Your support will enable them
continue their essential work.

www.frw.org.au

ReVegetate, ReEducate, ReNewal Project
Creating sustainable food sources and habitat for wildlife
The FRW ReVegetate, ReEducate ReNewal
Day, held in Cannonvale, was a result of
many hours of planning by Jacqui and Jo
and made possible by a National
Landcare Environment Grant.
FRW brought together local environmental
organisations and our community to embrace the
Whitsunday ecosystem and encourage our
community to create and maintain sustainable food
sources and habitat improvement for our wildlife.
There were environmentally-friendly local products
and activities for community education. 320 trees
and plants were given away and nesting boxes
were also made available.
Many thanks also to our volunteers and also to
Whitsunday Catchment Landcare for the trees plus
If
display and information stall, The Men’s Shed for the
would likyou
with gra e to help
nesting boxes and display stall. Thank you also to
n
o
r event o t writing,
the other stall holders on the day, Barb’s Boomerang
r
please coganising
Bags, Tony Fontes – OUCH, Paul Jukes –
n
Jacqui ontact
SolReflections, Lea Payne – Artist, Wonderface Face
0427 176
Painting with Jess.
966
Catering was organised by Barb Mc and manned by
Viv and Adam, Aquava Boutique Catering and
Piccolo Coffee. Donations were received by some of
Over 320 native flowering plants were given away, providing wildlife food and habitat
the stall holders from their takings for the day.

Island Rhythm provided a cool vibe!

Face painting by Jesse

Percy’s life transformed by kindness
This is Percy, a young male
possum in Kellie’s care.
The first photo is when he first came to
us undernourished, burns on his tail,
stress dermatitis and could barely use his
back legs.
After a course of antibiotics and having
medicated shampoo baths, his skin has
cleared up, scabs have dropped off, he
eating well, putting on weight, walking
normally and has started climbing small
trees and will soon be released home.

Percy, looking very ill on arrival into care.
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Airbnb for possums!
If you’d
help oth like to
Percy pleers like
ase call
Jacq
0427 176ui
966

Look at Percy now! Well done Kellie!

If you’d li
k
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Hotliners required

Possums happy
in their new homes
Ella in Moranbah recently returned four
lucky possum patients to their homes
after a spell of rest and rehabilitation.
All are doing well in the big world! Well done
Ella! Ella says, “FRW have applied for a
community grant to buy
another possum pre release
trailer made because we have
so many possums out this
way!! We always have
between 3-10 possums in
care in Moranbah.”

Meet Suz Crabtree
How long have you been a member of
FRW? A: 2 years
What type of volunteering work do you
do? A: Caring for orphaned flying foxes or
injured bats
What particularly draws you to caring for
baby flying foxes? A: I have always had a
love for bats and their gorgeous little faces
draws me in
Do you need much time for raising flying
foxes? A: No I work full time and still manage
to care for them
What do you do when your flying foxes
learn how to fly? A: First I get really excited
because it’s a great moment, but then I know
my babies are ready to leave and they go to
the baby bat crèche at Kylee’s
What is your favourite thing
about raising flying foxes?
If you’d
A: After they have had their
to becomlike
bat care e a
night bottle we have a little
r ple
back massage and flappy flap
call Cath ase
0
419 922 i
play time before settling
426
going to bed :)

Hotline operators are those
who answer the calls from the
public for help for injured
wildlife. Hotliners co-ordinate
assistance for the animal.

THANK YOU!

Thank you to Taylors Property
Specialists for their generous
donation of goods!

The hotline number is directed to
your mobile for the day and you
may receive anything from no calls
at all to several. It’s a flexible,
interesting and very important role.
FRW are desperate for help with
manning this 24/7 hotline. We
simply don’t have enough people
putting their hands up and our
volunteers are getting burnt out.
All you need is your mobile phone
- you can work from anywhere
(Suzette even volunteers from Tassie!).
Training is provided and we’d be
extremely grateful for your help.

If you can help please call
Andrea on 0478 618 859.

If a bird flies into a window.
Gently place the bird in a
covered box and put in a
quiet room away from noise,
children and pets.
Often they are simply suffering
from concussion and need a
quiet, dark, stress-free place to
recuperate. Call the Fauna
Rescue hotline for more info.

Good luck Chuck!

Chuck, the cute little seagull chick raised by Ella, has definitely grown
into a handsome, if not cheeky, young seagull.
He recently decided his wings were working really well now and went for a fly
a bit too far away from his nice safe aviary at Ethan’s. Luckily he landed at
Edge’s Boat yard and was promptly collected and returned to the safety of the
aviary again. Chuck was successfully released onto one of the islands in the
Whitsundays where other seagulls live.

What a difference kindness made to Chuck’s life! If you would like to become a
bird carer call Jacqui

Slithery dilemma

Two of the four lucky little mites raised by Suz

This Eastern Brown Snake decided to try and
squeeze through some wire at Jacqui’s chook
shed and got stuck.
Luckily, Adam our local snake rescuer arrived
promptly and managed to free the snake from
the wire and release him, not too close to
Jacqui’s chooks and ducks!
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These two little ones are making a dash
for the sea at Funnel Bay.

17 tangled hatchlings were helped along
the way.

Lending a hand to
Funnel Bay turtle hatchlings
Being a baby green sea turtle can be a tough gig, with the odds
stacked firmly against you with a survival rate of 1 in 200.
Lucky for these little strugglers,
hatched at Funnel Bay in December
- wildlife rescuers Rhys and Nina
were there to give them a helping
hand by gently untangling them
and ensuring the first part of their
life journey was filled with kindness.
Nina and Rhys have seen two nests
at Funnel Bay this year!
For the green sea turtle hatchlings
that do reach the water, it takes at

least 20 to 50 years to reach sexual
maturity. A healthy individual can
be expected to live 80 to 100 years.
Green sea turtles are an
endangered species that have
undergone an estimated 90 percent
population decrease over the past
50 years.
Females will return to the same
beach that they hatched to lay
their own eggs!
Green sea turtles migrate long
distances between their feeding
grounds and their mating-nesting
sites, with recorded distances longer
than 2600 kilometres!

Crocheted nests for
our smallest patients
We were very grateful to
receive these beautiful knitted
and crocheted nests from two
different groups, the
Whitsunday Knitting Group
and Wildlife Rescue Nests.
These nests come in all shapes and
sizes and are perfect for some of our
baby birds.

Thank you to all our
newsletter contributors
What a wonderful effort by our all
our volunteers!

This newsletter is put together by soley by
volunteers and uses no club funding to
produce. Apologies for any errors,
ommissions or typos.

The busiest year ever for koala rescue

Koala
between s can live
1
in the w3il–18 years
they wedigand
4–15kg h

The last 12 months have been our
busiest yet with extremes of weather
and fires taking a massive toll on our
koala population.
We’ve seen many koalas come in to care in
a very short space of time and with many
more deaths.
Thank you to our carers who helped share
the load. Ella for her assistance with
rescues and releases, Denise and Peter who
cared for and released four koalas this last
year, Carol Sivyer and also Mark Trindorfer.
We are very grateful to IFAW who came to
the aid of Fauna Rescue Whitsundays and
helped by donating $5000 towards another
large rehabilitation enclosure which has
increased our capacity to care and given
The new koala rehabilitation enclosure made possible by IFAW funding.
our koalas a cool place to recover.
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DID YOU
KNOW?

FOOD FOR WILDLIFE
Soldier Flies, Tropical Worms and
Mealworms

FRW volunteers
Stay up-to-date with
FRW volunteers’ facebook
page!

Contact Kim Bells: 0428 463 483
MoreGrubs@gmail.com

“Working on FAUNA RESCUE WHITSUNDAYS”
or
CLICK HERE

Barb and Jo dive into bushfire action
Barb Adamson and Jo Bell
have been collecting and
distributing essential rescue
items for bushfire affected
wildlife from local community
and overseas donors.
On hearing of the plight of some
overlooked smaller rescue groups
in the bushfire regions Barb and Jo
decided to find out what they
needed and worked together to
see if they could collect and deliver
those requested items.
Barb estimates that over $30,000
worth of medical supplies have
been donated from the region
(Mackay to Townsville).
Barb says that she has been
absolutely overwhelmed by the
generosity of the community, both
local and overseas.
So far Barb and Jo have collected
and distributed 10 PALLETS of
essential items!
It’s not over yet though, she was

quick to say – the need is ongoing
– and as long as there is a need,
Barb and Jo will be still helping!
If you can assist, call
Barb 4946 7572.

Barbed wire claims lives
The FRW hotline
received yet another
call regarding barbed
wire entanglement.
A kind member of the
public alerted us to
two flying foxes found
tangled on a barbed
wire fence in
Proserpine.
Suz immediately went to
their aid. Unfortunately
one had already died.
Suz managed to free the
other but he later also
Suz went to the aid of the
surcumbed to his painful flying foxes tangled on
injuries.
barbed wire.

Do you have people and
possum skills?
We need a volunteer to
take on the role of
possum species liason
officer (SLO).

Just some of the essential items bound for
wildlife rescue groups working in bushfire
affected areas.

Being a SLO means you are
the point of contact and
source of information for a
small team of carers. We can’t
get by without SLOs and we really need help with this
role. For more details on what the position is go to our
website CLICK HERE . Call Jacqui on 0427 176 966.

Many helping hands will prevent ‘carer
burnout’!

Ella making a difference for local animals
But for Ella, the positives of caring far
outweigh the negatives. There is nothing
else she would rather do.

Our native wildlife need our help
now more than ever. FRW volunteer
Ella Harker is determined to do her
part, despite the challenges.
Ella is a wildlife carer in the small mining
community of Moranbah.
“I’ve always been with animals, ever since
I was little,” Ella says.
But it was seeing the needs of native
animals which ignited Ella’s passion.
So, when it came time for Ella to pick
where to do her Grade 10 work
experience, she knew exactly what to
choose. The vets! After that Ella says she
realised that working with animals was
what she wanted.
There are both positives and negatives to
being a wildlife carer in Moranbah.
Ella says a problem is when people find
injured native animals and ask for
assistance on Facebook rather than call
the 24 hour FRW hotline.

Taylor Battersby

STOP PRESS! Ella was recently
awarded the MAYOR’S AWARD Celebrating outstanding
community members.
Well done Ella!
You are a wildlife warrior!

Her dedication to caring for animals is
clear. “I do my work five days a week and
then I do wildlife caring on top of that, I
really don’t get time for a lot of things,”
she says.
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Join our amazing bird caring team!
Australia is home to almost 900
recorded bird species (as of 2014).
The Whitsundays hosts many of these
interesting little characters and sadly
they often come to grief for a variety
of reasons such as cat attack, car
strike, flying into windows etc.

Our bird volunteers say it is incredibly
rewarding when their feathered patient is
released and they soar off into the sky.
They have helped it to return to its
natural environment - all birds are
important.

Superfrog comeback!
Whipper Snipper victim, Superfrog
was bought into care by a kind
member of the public in October and
thanks to his carer, Orchid Valley
vets, and the Frog Hospital in
Mission Beach, his prognosis is good!
Through Deb at the Frog Hospital he
received a care program to address his
terrible injuries. His lung was exposed
and a lot of skin was missing.

For Fauna Rescue Whitsundays the highest
percentage of animals coming into our
care are birds. As a result we are always
keen for more volunteers to help ease the
load (many hands make light work)
There are many benefits to being a bird
carer.
• Diverse and interesting cases
• Often it’s a short in-care period
• Interesting variety of food and diets
• No sleepless nights
• Work with a diverse range of species

Treatment included a painful bath,
wound cleansing, antibiotics keeping a
sterile environment at all times.
Superfrog has been munching on fresh
crickets to eat each day to keep his
strength up.
Thanks to all the people involved and
the wonderful team at Fauna Rescue
and our community here in the
Whitsundays for another successful
mission .

Would you like to be a bird carer?
Please contact Jacqui
0427 176 966

Thank you to our kind Whitsundays vets
The wisdom and free time that our vets provide to Fauna
Rescue when attending to our wildlife is one of the reasons our
organisation is successful. Thank you to the Whitsunday practices
and to the surrounding area vets including Mackay and Bowen.

Mum bat sticks by her drowning baby
“Why care for bats?” people ask.
Well this is why, this happened to
make us realise how special bats are:
For three nights the possums had been
kicking up a fuss about a bat hanging
out in the trees. The dogs had been
driving us mad, running in and out of
the house barking at either the possums
or the lone bat hanging out in the tree.
We didn’t think too much about it. We
get lots of bats in the garden, and once
whatever they eat is gone, they move on.
Our pool is a nightmare to maintain with
all the trees in the garden and I had
neglected it over the last few days, so
while I was in the garden, I had a quick
peek at the pool hoping it would be
sparkling back at me (no luck there) and
noticed a black blob stuck to the leaf
trap door. Big leaf? Dead bird?
On closer inspection I found it was a
little bat, presumed drowned, so I yelled

at William (the resident in charge of
picking up all things yucky) to get the
yucky, unlucky bat out of the pool.
Then I noticed his little nose just above
the surface (the bat’s, not William) so I
touched his foot and he squeaked at
me!!
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Operation ‘get the yucky bat out the
pool’, quickly turned into ‘save the bat,
forget lyssavirus, you’ll live’ operation.
So cute, squeaky baby bat got a warm
towel and once he was dry we hung him
up in a tree, hoping a carpet python
won’t eat him, before the nightly flyover
of bats begins.
We stood guard from a distance,
fingers crossed that we were correct in
thinking that the lone bat hanging
around for the last few days might just
be mummy bat.
Each evening thousands of bats fly over
our house just after 6pm (spectacular to
watch, by the way).
Surely it must be mummy bat waiting
in the tree for her drowning baby!!
Woohoo, within 30 minutes she arrived,
scrambled down the trees, with baby
bat yelling like mad, she rescued him
and flew off into the night!!
So when people ask why bats, we just
say .. “they’re cute”
ANDREA

Everyone loves a barbie!
Our volunteers have a hoot working at sausage sizzles,
and the fundraising and information sharing is vital.
Sausage sizzles provide a great opportunity to connect with the
community, recruit volunteers and importantly, encourage
kindness to our local wildlife; all while raising much needed funds.
We are heartened by the community compassion for our wildlife
as so many people stop to share their stories and seek
information on how
they can help to make
a difference.
We are very grateful to
Bunnings for this
opportunity.
Upcoming Bunnings
barbie dates:
March 8; April 12;
May 10 and June 14.

Quick overnight rest for cuckoo
Not all patients require long-term care, some just
need a safe place to rest and recoup for a day or two.
This little guy is a shining bronze cuckoo, who had
an overnight stay with Kellie recently.
He had a concussion and was dehydrated. After relaxing
in a quiet spot, drinking some water from a syringe and
eating a worm, Kellie was able to release him close to
where he was found.

FRW educational booklet
for kids!

Kindness all the
way from France!

Fauna Rescue Whitsundays have produced a
colourful A4 kids activity booklet designed to
engage kids in nature and generate compassion
towards our native wildlife.

From Mélanie Bouvier – Animal
Rescue Craft Guild:

Packed with fun activities and interesting facts, this
32 page booklet is available now!
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ideas on page

28.

“63 pouches, including XL and
XXL ones done by my friends
and myself here in south west
of France... Ready to be shipped
to the Parc Australien, and then
to Australia”.

EAGLET

FROG

Answers and

ECHIDNA
KANGAROO

CHICK
CROCODILE

JOEY

HATCHLING

Fun facts, ideas and activities
for young wildlife warriers

EMU
EAGLE

GOANNA
HATCHLING

DID YOU
KNOW?

Geckos live on every
continent except
for
Antarctica. They are
mostly found in
warm climates.

Who am I?

Mystery One:
reptile
largest living
hunt at night
I am the world’s
preferring to
als and birds,
crabs, mamm
have lots of teeth
I feed on fish,
any animal and
st bite force of
I have the stronge
__________
____________
I am ____________

What to do if you
find

Mystery Four:
al
ing land mamm
I am an egg-lay
to
and sticky tongue
I use a long beak
ants!
favourite food:
slurp up my
protect myself
have spikes to
I YES
____________
Call____
4947 3389
______
I am ____________

AM I INJURED?

Mystery Two:
parrot
ul Australian
I am a very colourf
and flowers
I eat seeds, insects
group
in trees in a noisy
I eat and roost
__________
____________
I am ____________

a baby bird

FAUNA RESCUE

NO

W H I T S U N
D A Y S

Mystery Five:
largest bird
I am Australia’s
2 metres high

At
fast!
PHEW! WHAT DO
can run really
I LOOK LIKE?
I can’t fly but
takes care of

Mystery Three:
ing mammal
I am an egg-lay
HATCHLING
water
electric fields
I live in fresh
and can detect
like a duck’s bill
My bill looks
__________
____________
I am ____________
My eyes are closed, skin
is
mostly bald and
I have a face only a pink.
mother
could love!
I belong in my nest!

DID YOU KNOW?
Bandicoots have the
shortest period of
pregnancy of all mammals
that lasts only 12 days.

Mum lays the
the chicks

FRW Hotline

My eyes are open, feathers
are starting to develop,
some exposed skin.
I belong in my nest!

YES

NO

Flying foxes are highly
intelligent, social animals
who are vital forest
pollinators.

(Google or check our website
frw.org.au ‘backyard
buddies’ for instructions
how to build a quick and on
easy
nest.)
Without putting yourself
danger, place your new in
makeshift nest as close
you can to the original as
nest.
Watch me from a distance
until my parent returns.
More information:

frw.org.au
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__________

____________

FLEDGL
ING u
www.frw.org.a

4947 3389

Photo: Tatters

CAN YOU REACH
MY NEST?

Please build a
sturdy makeshift
nest for me.

eggs and dad

______
NESTLIN
I am ______
G

5

JUVENILE

L

Photo: Batwrangler

Mostly feathered,
flutter and hop. YouI can
will
often see me on the
ground
or perching on a branch.
I have my ‘L Plates’ on.
I am learning to fly!

AM I IN
DANGER FROM
TRAFFIC OR
PREDATORS?

NO

Carefully try and
place me back into
my nest.

Be careful of my parents
who may be frightened
that you are trying to
hurt
me - they may swoop
to
protect me!
If too high or unreachable
try the option to the left.
Watch me from a
distance until my parent
returns.

|

I’m old enough to be
out and about.
Thanks for caring, but...
I don’t need rescuing!

YES

Gently pick me up
and place me on a
safe branch.
Watch me from a
distance until my
parent returns.

ARE MY
PARENTS
CLOSE BY?

NO

Please give my parents

time to find me.
They may be busy collecting
my food or chasing away
Watch me from a distance
predators.
until my parent returns.

YES

Thanks for caring, but
I don’t need
rescuing!

(07) 4947 3389 | www.frw.org.au

If in doubt, call:

4947 3389

Koala mapping progressing well
Our koala mapping has
progressed with it now live
and part of the Australian
Living Atlas. Anyone can
contribute to the mapping
from their mobile with a
sighting and gives an
immediate update to the map.

Our friends at Transport and
Main Roads are regularly putting
in field sightings.
This last year we have had 196
koalas mapped both live and
deceased bringing our total
mapped so far to 590 koalas
mapped in our region.
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Beds up for grabs
We have had beds donated
from the Salvos Op Shop.
Great for wallaby beds. If you
are interested contact Lola.

www.frw.org.au

Oilspill wildlife rescue courses
Two 3-day courses: 18-20 February and 3-5 March
Jubileee Pocket
The courses are 3 full days running 8am–5pm and
include both lecture and practical activities – more
details to be provided
We will use live domestic ducks to simulate the care of the
animals during a spill event. We do not however put oil on
the animals with students having to care for the animals
during the training.

RSVP 5 February to Jacqui E: jacqui.webb@bigpond.com

Kookaburra takes a break
Lisa Laffy picked up this
adult female kookaburra
who was in distress and
rescued by Annabelle at
Seaforth.

Learning to respect wildlife

shortly after she was reunited
with her family. Success!

The kookaburra was taken to
Northern Beaches Vet
Hospital at Eimeo for a
checkup. (they saw us the
same day and waived the fee!)
The vet determined there
were no broken bones,
probably only bruising and
perhaps concussion.
After four days RNR with Lisa
she was released back where
she was found, and flew off
into the nearest tree.
Within a few minutes she
called and received replies
from nearby kookaburras -

FRW contact info

Toddlers at Little Gekos explored Australian
animals ahead of Australia Day. Identifying their
noises and where they live.
They read a story called ‘Kangaroos Hop’. The book
explores ways in which Australian animals move
around. `Kangaroos hop, Echidnas shuffle, Lizards run’.
This early childhood concept book introduces animal
names and verbs and celebrates Indigenous art in a
joyous and playful way.

Help us to help our wildlife!
We are very grateful to all our members active or non active. Volunteering for our native

If you’d
to becomlike
bird care e a
rp
call Ja lease
0427 176cqui
966

COMMITTEE

Committee – Neil Cutten
Phone: 0429 425 773
Email: sniper.neil@gmail.com

President – Jacqui Webb
T: 4947 3308 0427 176 966
E: jacqui.webb@bigpond.com

Committee – Adam Cutten
Phone: 0473375571
Email: adam.cutten@gmail.com

Vice President – Lola Mudie
(also Membership & Merchandising Officer)
T: 4946 1281 E: melo@mackay.net.au
Treasurer – Miranda Martin
T: 0438407902
E: frw.treasurer4802@gmail.com

SNAKE RELOCATORS

Secretary – Monika Gabor
T: 4946 7178 or 0439382366
E: frwsecretary@gmail.com
Committee – Andrea Gottke
T: 4966 8020 or 0478 618 859
E: a_igottke@westnet.com.au
Committee – Ian Gottke
T: 4966 8020 or 0478 618 859
E: a_igottke@westnet.com.au
Committee – Kerry Aspland
T: 0403 033 314 or 4946 4795
E: kerryaspland@gmail.com

wildlife can be very rewarding. We are looking for help
to rescue or transport animals, hotline, care,
construction, presentations, sew pouches, help with
marketing, grant writing and run workshops.
Contact FRW on 4947 3389, frwsecretary@gmail.com
or contact co-ordinators below to find out how to help.

Neil Cutten (fee charged) T : 0429 425 773
Kylee Harding (fee charged) T : 0424 456 254

SPECIES LIASON OFFICERS

Small mammals, birds, raptors and echidnas
– Jacqui Webb T : 0427 176 966
E : Jacqui.webb@bigpond.com
Koalas – Ian Gottke
T : 4966 8020 or 0478 618 859
E : frwsecretary@gmail.com
Baby Bats – Cathi Zanevra
T : 0419 922 426 E: Zanevra1@gmail.com
Adult Bats – Kylie Harding
T : 0424 456 254
Macropods – Kerry Aspland
E : kerryaspland@gmail.com
T: 0403 033 314 or 4946 4795
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Possum and gliders – Volunteer needed
Call Jacqui Webb T : 0427 176 966
Reptiles – Neil Cutten T : 0429 425 773
Marine turtles – Libby Edge
Marine Turtle Hotline: 0456 826 228
T : 0417 642 815
E : libby@ecobargecleanseas.org.au

CO-ORDINATORS
Sausage sizzles – Barb McLennan
T : 4946 6400
Food supplies, bugs and small rodents –
Linden Baker
T : 0429 651 962
E : james.chisolm@bigpond.com
Food and first aid supplies,
(Wombaroo products) – Lola Mudie
T : 4646 1281
E : melo@mackay.net.au
Publications, newsletter and website
– Cathi Zanevra
T : 0419 922 426 E: Zanevra1@gmail.com

